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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

This decision overrides the decision of the Office of Film and Literature Classification 
registered on 19 October 1995. 

Display conditions: 

Nil 


Descriptive Note: 

Nil 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

This film “otherwise deals with” some of the matters set out in s. 3(3)(a), in particular: 
acts of torture, the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of significant cruelty (s. 
3(3)(a)(i)); sexual violence (s.3(3)(a)(ii)); and other physical conduct of a degrading or 
dehumanising or demeaning nature (s.3(3)(a)(iii)). The film “otherwise deals with” 
these matters because none of them is ever actually depicted in the film. It is the 
aftermath of these activities that is shown. The activities themselves are either related 
by a character, revealed by the evidence, or left to the viewer’s imagination. The 
dominant effect of this film is engrossing and disturbing. The film is intended for, and 
likely to be made available to, adults. The purpose for which the film is intended to be 
used is entertainment. One scene depicts a medium-to-far shot of a murdered corpse, 
two medium shots of a photograph of a man wearing a knife strapped to his pubic area, 
and a recounting by an extremely upset man of what he was forced to do. An excision 
of this scene could not be made without damaging the integrity of the film as a whole. 
The injury to the public good caused by this scene, and by the content of other forensic 
evidence as it is revealed, is that such content could inure more impressionable young 
minds to the effects of violence, and that such content could expose them to the idea, 
rather than the depiction, of sexual and violent practices that most members of New 
Zealand society would generally not want their teenage children exposed to. This film is 
therefore classified as objectionable unless its availability is restricted to persons 18 
years of age and over. 
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